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With over 1,900 avian species—more than any other 
country in the world—Colombia is a bird photographer’s 
paradise waiting to be discovered. This 9-day program 
focuses on the highlights of the Central Andes region, 
famed for its high level of species diversity, including, 
Nevado del Ruiz, Chingaza National Park, Rio Blanco 
Natural Reserve, and Otún Quimbaya Flora and Fauna 
Sanctuary. Explore high elevation mountains, humid 
tropical forest, páramo, wetlands, and highland savanna 
habitats in search of an array of tropical avifauna, 
including flycatchers, hummingbirds, tanagers, toucans, 
and more. Embark on this exceptional photographic 
adventure providing opportunities for incredible close 
range photography of abundant bird and wildlife.

•	 Seek out a variety of Colombia’s rare and endemic 
species, such as the Brown-banded Antpitta, Cauca 
Guan, Multicolored Tanager, Bronze-tailed Thornbill, and 
Buffy Helmetcrest

•	 Practice photo field techniques with expert guidance 
amid the magical biodiversity of Colombia’s varied 
ecosystems.

•	 Enjoy impressive views of the Nevado del Ruíz  Volcano 
while exploring high-elevation páramo habitat.

•	 Watch and photograph, at close-range, the antpitta 
feeders in Rio Blanco Natural Reserve, which draw mixed 
flocks in high numbers.

•	 Turn your lens on a diverse variety of hummingbirds at 
the feeders at the Enchanted Garden and La Calera 
Hummingbird Observatory in Bogotá, and in Nevado del 
Ruiz. 

White-bellied Woodstar



billed and Short-tailed Emeralds. The fruit and seed 
feeders attract Scrub (near endemic), Crimson-backed, 
Grey-headed, Palm and Blue-grey tanagers, Thick-billed 
Euphonia, Bananaquit and Saffron Finch while Ruddy 
Ground-Doves and Shiny Cowbirds feed on the seed as 
well. Transfer to the airport for a mid-afternoon flight 
to Pereira. Upon arrival transfer to Santa Rosa de Cabal. 
Dinner at the lodge this evening. Overnight at Hacienda 
Hotel Santa Clara. (BLD)

MARCH 9 - SANTA ROSA DE CABAL
Spend the day walking the trails, observing and 
photographing wildlife at Otún Quimbaya National 
Park. Many special birds can be found here including the 
spectacular endemic Multicolored Tanager, the unusual 
Red-ruffed Fruitcrow and the endemic endangered Cauca 
Guan. Other endemics include Chestnut Wood-Quail 
and Stile’s Tapaculo as well as near endemics like Hooded 
Antpitta, Moustached Antpitta, Colombian Screech Owl, 
Rufous-breasted Flycatcher, and Scrub Tanager. Other 
specialties include Flame-rumped Tanager, Golden-
plumed Parakeet, Chestnut breasted Wren, Wattled 
Guan, Marble-faced Bristle Tyrant, Andean Solitaire, 
Oleagineous Hemispingus, Golden-headed Quetzal and 
more. Overnight at Hacienda Hotel Santa Clara. (BLD)

MARCH 10 - SANTA ROSA DE CABAL
After breakfast travel in 4x4s to Finca Cortaderal, near 
Santa Rosa de Cabal municipality, where a population 
of critically endangered, endemic Furetes’s Parrot was 
discovered. This afternoon is at leisure to relax or visit the 
Camedagua Reserve to photograph aquatic and wetlands 
birds. Overnight at Hacienda Hotel Santa Clara. (BLD)

MARCH 11 - NEVADO DEL RUIZ
Very early this morning depart for Rio Blanco Natural 
Reserve, taking in the mixed flocks of birds utilizing the 
antpitta feeders. We may see Brown-banded Antpitta 
(very local endemic), Bicoloured Antpitta, Chestnut 
crowned Antpitta, Slate-crowned Antpitta, among others. 

MARCH 6 - BOGOTÁ
Upon arrival in Bogotá transfer to the hotel. Meals will 
not be provided since this is the arrival day. Check in 
begins at 2 pm. Overnight at Hilton Garden Inn. 

MARCH 7 - BOGOTÁ
After an early breakfast have a briefing orientation and 
meet your guide. Then, visit Chingaza National Park to 
focus on birding. Search for Colombian endemics like the 
Brown-breasted Parakeet, and Silvery-throated Spinetail, 
and near endemics including Blue-throated Starfrontlet, 
Matorral Tapaculo, Golden-fronted Whitestart, 
Coppery-bellied Puffleg, Rufous-browed Conebill, plus 
other specialties like Purple-backed Thornbill, Paramo 
Seedeater, Plush-capped Finch, Pale-naped Brushfinch, 
Smoky Bush-Tyrant, Black-billed Mountain-Toucan, 
Black-headed Hemispingus and many more. Then 
visit La Calera Hummingbird Observatory to view and 
photograph hummingbirds up-close; including Sword- 
billed Hummingbird, Glowing Puffleg, Black-tailed and 
Green-tailed Trainbearer, etc. Dinner and overnight at 
your hotel. Overnight at Hilton Garden Inn. (BLD)

MARCH 8 - SANTA ROSA DE CABAL
Check out early this morning to visit the Enchanted 
Garden for additional hummingbird photography, 
where up to 300 birds can be visible at a time. The 
most common ones are Indigo-capped Hummingbird 
(endemic), Black-throated Mango, Rufous-tailed 
Hummingbird, White-vented Plumeleteer and Sparkling 
Violetear. White-bellied and Gorgeted Woodstars are 
also frequent. Less common are Green Hermit, Purple-
crowned Fairy, Violet-crowned Woodnymph, Lesser 
Green and Brown Violetears, White-necked Jacobin, 
Ruby-topaz Hummingbird, and near endemics, Red-

BLD = BREAKFAST, LUNCH, DINNER

ITINERARY

Many-striped Canastero Asthenes flammulata



LAND PRICING

$3,125 (based on 10 participants)

Cost includes meals and non-alcoholic beverages, 
accommodations, and activities as indicated in the itinerary, 
private transportation, internal flights, full-time guide, and 
carbon offset.

Does not include international airfare, gratuities, or items of a 
personal nature. 

Cost is based on double occupancy; single occupancy available at 
an additional $325 per person. A $200 per person deposit and 
enrollment form are required to reserve your space on the trip. 
This deposit is refundable excluding a $100 cancellation fee until 
December 02, 2019 at which time non-refundable final payment is 
due. 

THE FINE PRINT

Other frequent flyers include Agile Tit Tyrant (near 
endemic), Rusty-faced Parrot, Dusky Piha, Yellow-vented 
Woodpecker, Masked Saltator, Ocellated Tapaculo, 
Ash-coloured Tapaculo, Barred Fruiteater, Buff-breasted 
Mountain-Tanager, Golden-plumed Parakeet, Lyre-tailed 
Nightjar, Yellow-billed Cacique, White-throated Screech 
Owl, Rufous-banded Owl, Bronzy Inca and many more. 
Continue on to Termales del Ruiz hotel arriving mid-
afternoon. Dinner at the hotel this evening. Overnight at 
Termales del Ruiz. (BLD)

MARCH 12 - NEVADO DEL RUIZ
Spend the day focused on photography and leisurely 
birding in the high elevations (~13,100 ft) of  Los 
Nevados National Park (Nevado del Ruiz), an incredible 
páramo in the central Andes with many special birds 
and stunning landscapes. Photograph some amazing 
hummingbirds at the feeders of “termales,” including 
Mountain Velvetbreast, Buff-winged Starfrontlet, Great 
Sapphirewing, Sword-billed Hummingbird, Shining 
Sunbean, Rainbow-bearded Thornbill, Tyrian Metaltail, 
Viridian Metaltail, and two near endemics: Black-thighed 
Puffleg and Golden-breasted Puffleg, plus some truly 
eye-catching tanagers. In the páramo we’ll keep our eyes 
open for the incredible endemic hummingbird the Buffy 
Helmetcrest, and the endemic Rufous-fronted Parakeet, 
plus near endemics Crescent-faced Antpitta, and Black-
backed Bush Tanager, and specialties such as Andean 
Condor, Andean Duck, Paramo Tapaculo, Black-chested 
Buzzard Eagle, Noble Snipe, Andean Pygmy Owl, Many-
striped Canastero, White-chinned Thistletail, Andean 
Tit Spinetail, White-capped Tanager, Paramo Seedeater, 
Slate-coloured Seedeater, Golden-crowned Tanager and 
many more. Overnight at Termales del Ruiz. (BLD)

MARCH 13 - DEPARTURE
After breakfast, do some last minute birding and 
photography around the lodge’s trails. Depart for Pereira 
for the mid-afternoon flight to Bogotá to connect with 
your international flight home. (B)

TRAVEL PROTECTION
Holbrook Travel purchases Travel Protection on behalf of all 
participants traveling in 2018 or beyond. These plans help 
provide coverage once the trip has departed and offer benefits 
for Baggage/Personal Effects, Accident & Sickness Medical 
Expenses, Emergency Evacuation and more. 

Optional additional coverage is available in the form of the 
Group Deluxe Plan, which offers benefits for Trip Cancellation/
Interruption, in addition to many other insurance benefits and 
non-insurance assistance services. If interested in this optional 
plan, we can provide you with rates and plan details.

Chestnut-crowned Antpitta  Grallaria hypoleuca



FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO ENROLL

Visit holbrook.travel/lordfairfax-co20  or contact 
Ann and Rob Simpson at annrobsimpson@snphotos.com

PHOTOS BY

Ann & Rob Simpson

MEET YOUR LEADERS

ANN SIMPSON
Ann Simpson is a professor at her alma mater, Lord Fairfax Community 
College, specializing in biology, anatomy, and physiology. She and her 
husband, Rob, own Simpson’s Nature Photography, organize nature 
photography and natural history tours around the world, and were the 
premiere photographers leading workshops in the national parks for 
Canon. The duo have also authored and provded all the photography for 
19 books, primarily national park nature and wildflower guides, and a 
wildflower app for Farcountry Press and Falcon Guides.

ROB SIMPSON
Rob Simpson is a professor at Lord Fairfax Community College, where 
he teaches field biology courses in ornithology, botany, mycology, and 
ecology. He is program head for the Outdoor and Nature Photography 
Careers Certificate, and along with Ann, they are passionate about 
teaching professional photography techniques. Their images have been 
published in hundreds of magazines including National Geographic, 
Time, Audubon, and National Wildlife. Their books and photos have won 
numerous awards, and on the natural history tours they coach participants 
on how to bring home award-winning photos.

Buff-tailed Coronet Boissonneaua flavescens

Buffy Helmetcrest Oxypogon stubelii


